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It may come as no surprise that only two percent of new homebuyers work directly with an architect

to design the space in which they will live indeed, architects are usually seen as a luxury most of us,

the other ninety-eight percent, cant afford. Yet, why shouldnt more people call on the services of

architects? With fierce competition for few commissions, why do architects not seek out other

sources of work and income? Now, acting within larger institutions or on their own, many architects

are taking local initiatives to address the underserved, particularly the poor. Good Deeds, Good

Design presents the best new thoughts and practices in this emerging movement toward an

architecture that serves a broader population.In this book, architecture firms, community design

centers, design/build programs, and service-based organizations offer their plans for buildings for

the other ninety-eight percent. Twenty-eight essays and case studies illustrate successes and

failures and raise both design and social issues. The success of Rural Studio suggests that there is

a large and growing number of people who would like to see good design for all. With its clear,

direct, and inspiring message, and numerous illustrated examples, Good Deeds, Good Design

follows this important story.
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Good Deeds, Good Design challenges the reader to re-think, or at the very least further refine his

perspective on architecture for those who cannot afford an architect. While all the essays promote

the premise that the enhancement of life by good design should be made available for those who



can least afford it, they approach the "how","what" and even the "why" questions from very different

perspectives.Bell has done an excellent job of compiling these very different points of view in order

to make the reader think. I have thought about some point or other from the essays almost every

day for the past two weeks, and may well mull many of them over for years.The great stories told by

the case studies, like the elderly native american woman who moved from living in a school bus to a

home, or the village which was given a place to gather and to worship, inspire the reader to take up

the cause and act. This book should be required reading for every student of architecture (and

probably for every public policy wonk as well).

Bell's book neatly encapsulates all the best thinking being done on the cutting edge where

architecture meets social consciousness. Probably nobody in the United States is more qualified to

address the subject of architecture for the less-advantaged, and its potential for positive impact in

their lives. As a young man, Bell left a highly prestigious position in New York to live in a cold-water

cabin in Pennsylvania and formulate ideas about the role architecture might play in the lives of those

not traditionally served by good design. Bell gained influence as the founder of Design Corps and a

teacher at the Rural Studio, and has since become a sought-after lecturer. "Good Deeds, Good

Design" collects the best thinking about socially-conscious design in one compact book. It should be

required reading for both students and practitioners interested in this burgeoning area of

architecture.

This book is becoming harder to find and contains some great stories and some important authors,

not all of them with us anymore. Their words of wisdom are important.

This is my first "review" of a book I didn't read because the print was too small. I'm hoping more

people who share this issue will complain via their reviews and publishers will get the message.I

order most of the books I read from the library, so I don't know if a book is "readable" till I get it. I

don't need "large print" books, but there's no excuse for a 6"x9" paperback book to use print this

small.
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